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Past research has shown that positive interactions with teachers in school contribute to 

students’ motivation and academic achievement. Students who report a higher sense of 

relatedness to teachers show greater emotional and behavioral engagement (Furrer & 

Skinner, 2003; Connell & Wellborn, 1991; Gest, Welsh, & Domitrovich, 2005; Murray & 

Greenberg, 2001; Wentzel; 1998; Eccles et al., 1993).  

 

While teachers are important socialization agents in the school system, parents are the 

equivalent in the family system. It is well documented that parenting styles (e.g., 

Donrbush, Ritter, Leiderman, Roberts, & Fraleigh, 1987) and parental involvement (e.g., 

Hoover-Dempsey & Sandler. 1995) contribute to student’s academic performance. 

 

Research on school bullying and victimization has revealed that students with larger 

circles of friends, higher levels of peer acceptance, and lower levels of peer victimization 

tend to like school more (Ladd, Kochenderfer, & Coleman, 1997). Peer support is a 

strong predictor of student achievement (Epstein, 1983; Steinberg et al., 1995). 
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